" Good evening. My name is David Gelfarb. | am a resident of Rye Brook. |
represent the Villages of Rye Brook, Port Chester and most of the Village
of Harrison in the Westchester County Legislature. In particular, | represent
Purchase. | was initially elected in 2011 and was reelected in 2013 and
2015.

| would like to thank PEPA for hosting this event, the Purchase Community
House for letting us use the facilities and Mike Tokarz and my fellow
panelists for participating. Most importantly, | would like to thank all of you
for attending and taking time from your busy schedules to learn about an
important issue.

| would like to go back about 2 years. About 2 years ago, a proposal was
advanced to modify what is known as the Terminal Use Agreement. The
Terminal Use Agreement is a law that regulates and restricts operations at
the Airport. There are many features to it, but perhaps the most important is
the one that limits the number of passengers who can enter and exit on
commercial jets to 240 persons per half hour. Other features of the law
include restrictions on the number of gates, and the weight and width of
planes. The proposal that was advanced was to modify the law such that
the half hourly cap became a daily cap. In other words, the 240 per half
hour would become 11, 520 per day. There are numerous reasons why the
change was suggested, including allowing A-320 jets and E-190 jets to
more efficiently operate.

| was very concerned about the potential impact of this change. | was
concerned about additional noise, ground traffic, air traffic, stormwater
runoff handling of deicing fluid and other environmental concerns. | was
also alarmed that there was very little environmental review. | expressed
my objection at numerous meetings and in communications to PEPA. |
recall meeting with the PEPA Board at Mike's office to discuss the
proposed change. At the end of the day, the proposal was abandoned.

Now we will jump ahead to last year. The legislature received a proposal to
have Oaktree Capital operate the airport under a long term lease. Among
many features, this deal offered about $130 million down as well as



" payents over the term of the lease. This lease would be authorized under a
law passed under the Clinton administration, which allows for public private
operation of publicly owned airports. Under current law, our County cannot
receive any money from the Airport. Under our grant assurances and other
laws, what is called revenue diversion is not allowed. However, under the
PPP law, the County can receive revenue from the Airport.

At meetings of what we call Committee of the Whole, where all legislators
may ask questions, as well as at meetings of the AAB, | led the questioning
of Oak Tree and its financial advisor, CIBC. | had a lot of concerns about
environmental impact and the maintenance of environmental safeguards,
as well as the financial terms of the deal. | was also concerned about the
impact on General Aviation, which is an important component of the
Airport. Ultimately, the deal with Oak Tree was abandoned. A significant
reason was that nobody else was invited to bid against Oak Tree.

This brings us to early 2017. A three person, bipartisan group of legislators
was formed to lead a process that was intended to lead to the hiring of a
financial advisor. Such an advisor would draft a Request for Proposals and
help the legislature to evaluate competitive bids for a privatization deal.
The firm of Frasca and Associates has been engaged to provide that
service. | should note that they are being paid a flat rate, and are not being
paid only if a deal goes through. This should lead to less conflicts of
interest. Frasca also has a strong expertise in transportation related
projects.

| do want to mention, however, that the RFP provides for 6 goals and
objectives.

1. Revenue for the County;

2. Preserve the quality of life for the surrounding communities;

3. Impreove the financial performance of the Airport;

4. Enhance passenger experience and make the Airport more efficient;

5. Make capital improvements; and



* 6. Strengthen environmental protections. This includes maintaining our ISO
14001 environmental cert and our programs to reduce noise.

| am and remain very concerned about the environmental impact of any
privatization. | am concerned about keeping environmental safeguards in
place, including restrictions on the number of passengers, the size and
weight of planes, as well as the impact on ground traffic, air traffic, storm
water runoff and deicing.

As you may know, Frasca led the drafting of the RFP. On March 13, 2017,
the Legislature held a committee of the whole meeting to ask Frasca about
the RFP and the procedure for privatization. | spend about an hour
questioning Frasca. | asked both about the impact on neighboring
communities as well as the financial terms of any deal. The discussion is
on line on the County Legislative website. | have also spoken to the RB
village trustees and the Port Chester village trustees about the RFP. Last
Tuesday | organized a meeting at Rye Brook Village Hall at which Frasca
and | spoke about the RFP and answered questions. Frasca will be
appearing at the Port Chester Village Hall next Tuesday evening to discuss
the RFP again. FRasca will also be appearing at the Airport Advisory Board
meeting on June 28 at the Airport to discuss the RFP with the Board. | have
arranged both of those meetings to help educate and inform the public
about the RFP.
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Lastly, | would like to mention that | am concerned about the impact of any
deal on RB and PC and the need to take their specific concerns into
account. Rye Brook and Port Chester in particular provide EMS and Fire
services to the airport. If there is a privatization, it must recognize the
expenses that the taxpayers of these village incur for EMS and fire safety
and compensate them for it.

If time permits, | would be happy to answer any questions tonight.
Alternatively, as many of you have done, you can always e mail me at

gelfarb@westchsterlegislators.com or call my office at 914 995 2834.

Thank you again to PEPA and to all of you for attending tonight.



